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Heritage Bridge Evaluation for the Municipal 
Class EA (MCEA) Process (2020)
Project Name: Blakeney Bridge Reconstruction

Municipality: Mississippi Mills

Address: Lot 26, Concession IX, Township of Ramsay, County of Lanark 
(just west of Blakeney, 8 km downstream from Almonte and 11 km 
upstream from Pakenham), 139 Blakeney Road, Mississippi Mills

Owner: County of Lanark

Structure Name: Blakeney Bridge

Date of Construction: 1915 (replacing an 1830s bridge)
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Study Area
Source: Google maps, 2022, 
annotation by Contentworks.

The study area extends approximately 
200 m from the centre bridge in all 
directions.
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MCEA Process Heritage Screening – Blakeney 
Bridge
Timber bridge at Blakeney, [1910]. The bridge appears to have 
been in place continuously since the 1830s. Source: "Pic of the 
Past," in Hilda Geddes, The Canadian Mississippi River, General 
Store Publishing House, p. 249. Courtesy of Archives Lanark.

View of Blakeney Bridge, November 2022
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MCEA Process Heritage Screening Result -
Bridge
Blakeney Bridge
The existing bridge was constructed in 1915 to replace an 1830s bridge; the 
current bridge uses a standard engineering approach - concrete substructure 
(piers and abutment walls), rigid frame steel and concrete superstructure, 
and plain steel barrier walls/railings. 
Blakeney Bridge has not been identified previously by the municipality or any 
other community or level of government as being of potential cultural 
heritage value or interest.
Result
As per the Municipal Class EA process, the bridge is over 40 years old and 
must be the subject of a cultural heritage evaluation report (CHER) that 
includes heritage conservation mitigation measures that should be 
considered for any interventions (including replacement) of the bridge. 
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MCEA Process Heritage Screening – Cultural 
Heritage Landscape
Illustrated atlas of Lanark County, 1880. H. 
Belden & Co., reprint 1972. Richardson, Bond 
& Wright, Owen Sound, Ont.

Interpretation panel installed at 
Blakeney Park
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MCEA Process Heritage Screening Result –
Cultural Heritage Landscape
Study Area

The study area for this project is defined as all lands and waters within a 200m radius the 
centre of the bridge. This area includes views to the bridge from the shores and water.

Blakeney Park and views to the bridge are well-known regionally for their scenic and 
recreation value. 

Blakeney Park appears to be of cultural heritage interest to the community, due to the 
presence of interpretation about the history of the area and the collection of historic relics 
in the park. 

No other properties in the study area appear to have been identified previously as being of 
cultural heritage value or interest by any community or level of government, and no 
property in the study area is included in the Heritage Register of Mississippi Mills (as per 
the Community Map tool). 

Result

Blakeney Park will be considered in the CHER for Blakeney Bridge.  
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Requirements

• Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report
• Pending further research, a CHER will be required to evaluate the cultural 

heritage value of the Blakeney Bridge and its cultural heritage landscape

• The criteria to be used is Reg. 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

• The CHER will consider potential impacts from the proposed project on the 
heritage attributes of the bridge and/or landscape and identify potential 
mitigation measures.

• If recommendations from CHER are followed, no further action is required for 
the purposes of the MCEA.
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