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                                        MINUTES 
FIRST MEETING OF 2007 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

The Public Works Committee of the Whole met on Wednesday, January 17th, 2007 following 
the Community Development Committee meeting at the Lanark County Administrative 
Building, Sunset Blvd., Perth, Ontario. 

Members Present:  Chair S. Freeman, Warden A. Lunney, B. Fletcher, B. Horlin,
B. Hurrle, J. MacTavish, P. Kavanagh, J. Fenik, W. Laut, K. Kerr, 
R. Kidd, S. Mousseau, P. Dulmage, E. Sonnenburg, A. Churchill 
and J. Lowe. 

Staff/Others Present: P. Wagland, Chief Administrative Officer, 
C. Ritchie, Clerk, 

    S. Allan, Director of Public Works, 
    J. Dickey, Fleet and Facilities Manager (left at 8:57 p.m.) 
    A. Mabo, Committee Secretariat/Administrative Assistant, 

P. McLaren, IT Support. 

Absent:   None.  

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chair : Councillor Susan Freeman 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:47 p.m. 
A quorum was present. 

2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

None.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION #PW-2007-01
      MOVED BY: Keith Kerr 
      SECONDED BY:  Aubrey Churchill 

“THAT, the minutes of the Public Works Committee meeting held on November 1st,
2006 be approved as circulated.” 

ADOPTED
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4. ADDITIONS AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

i) Under New/Other Business: 2007 OGRA/ROMA Minister Delegation Topics. 

MOTION #PW-2007-02
      MOVED BY: Paul Dulmage 
      SECONDED BY: Sharon Mousseau

“THAT, the agenda be adopted as amended.” 
ADOPTED

5. DELEGATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

 i) Public Works Orientation. 
Director of Public Works Steve Allan. 

Copies of the Presentations can be requested from the Clerk’s Office at 613-
267-4200 ext. 119 or amabo@county.lanark.on.ca.

The Public Works Supervisors were in attendance for the Orientation 
presentation.  Janet Tysick, Office Coordinator; Gerry Cole, Perth Operations 
Supervisor; Tom Guindon, Almonte Operations Supervisor and Walter Warwick, 
Construction Supervisor.

S. Allan overviewed the mission, organization, roads, bridges, operations, waste 
management and County – Local Municipal coordination. 

The Committee recessed at 8:51 p.m. 
The Committee returned to session at 8:57 p.m. 

Fleet and Facilities Manager J. Dickey left at 8:57 p.m. 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

i) Ministry of Transportation, Chapter 4, Section 4.14, Maintenance of the
Provincial Highway System.

ii) Notice of DCR Submission and Study Completion Highway 15 Improvements
Smith Falls to Franktown.

iii) Notice McNeely Avenue Environmental Assessment  Public Meeting January
18th, 2007.
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iv) Perth Arterial Roadway Environmental Assessment Technical Advisory
Committee Meeting Report #1.

MOTION #PW-2007-03
      MOVED BY: John Fenik 
      SECONDED BY:  Wendy Laut 

“THAT, staff be requested to compile a report that establishes the following: 
a) the rational for the designation of new County roads; 
b) the principles for the establishment of cost sharing agreements for the 

study, design construction and operation of any newly designed County 
roads;

c) the level of service and funding support provided to existing and future 
County roads required to accommodate growth; 

AND FURTHERMORE THAT, this report be incorporated into the draft 
transportation master plan.” 

ADOPTED

In reviewing the draft transportation master plan this piece was missing.  These 
items will be answered prior to the transportation master plan being undertaken. 

In the meantime, Council will lobby the Ministry for the construction and funding 
of the Perth by-pass at the OGRA/ROMA Conference. 

v) Ontario Good Roads Association Board Brief December 1st, 2006.

vi) Ministry of Transportation Highway Access Management Initiative.

vii) Canada-Ontario Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (COMRIF) Intake Three
Funded Project.

viii) Carmon Crosbie, Resident regarding County Road 511 deterioration.

ix) Town of Carleton Place regarding Appointment to Public Transit System 
Committee.

A County Transit System study will be done through an RFP.  There is a 
provision in the draft transportation master plan. 

Smiths Falls has been given the opportunity to participate in the transportation 
master plan process but has yet to submit comments. 

x) ROMA Request for Nominations for the 2007 – 2010 ROMA Board.
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MOTION #PW-2007-04
      MOVED BY:  Sharon Mousseau 
      SECONDED BY:  Richard Kidd 

“THAT, communication items for the January 2007 Public Works Committee meeting, 
excluding item (iv) be received as information only.” 

ADOPTED

7. REPORTS 

i) Report #PW-01-2007 Public Works Contracts Status Report #1.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the status of Public 
Works Contracts.

MOTION #PW-2007-05
      MOVED BY:  Richard Kidd 
      SECONDED BY:  Sharon Mousseau 

“THAT, Report #PW-01-2007 Public Works Contracts Status Report #1 be 
received as information only.” 

ADOPTED

ii) Tender Authorization Reports. 
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

a) Report #PW-02-2007 County Road #14 (Narrows Locks Road) Proposed 
Improvements.

b) Report #PW-04-2007 County Road #16 (Wolfe Grove Road) Proposed 
Improvements.

 c) Report #PW-07-2007 Bakers Bridge Rehabilitation.
d) Report #PW-12-2007 Maberly Bridge Rehabilitation.

MOTION #PW-2007-06
      MOVED BY: Richard Kidd 
      SECONDED BY:  John Fenik 

“THAT, the Director of Public Works be authorized to tender the: 
a) County Road 14 Rehabilitation project, as described in Report 

#PW-02-2007;
b) County Road 16 Rehabilitation project, as described in Report 

#PW-04-2007;
c) Bakers Bridge Rehabilitation project, as described in Report #PW-07-

2007;
d) Maberly Bridge Rehabilitation project, as described in Report #PW-12-

2007.”
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THAT, the tender documents stipulate that the contract awards are subject to 
County Council 2007 budget approval; 

THAT, the Director of Public Works present the results of the tender calls and a 
recommendation to the Corporate Services Committee during budget 
deliberations;

AND THAT, the Clerk sends: 
a) Report #PW-02-2007 to the Tay Valley Township Clerk, for information; 
b) Report #PW-04-2007 to the Town of Mississippi Mills Clerk, for 

information;
c) Report #PW-07-2007 to the Montague Township Clerk, for information; 
d) Report #PW-12-2007 to the Tay Valley Township Clerk, for information.” 

ADOPTED

iii) Report #PW-03-2007 County Road #15 (Ferguson’s Falls Road) Proposed 
Improvements.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval of the proposed plans to 
rehabilitate County Road 15 (Ferguson’s Falls Road) in 2007.  The tender has 
been written to include paved shoulders in the Hamlet.  There are other options 
that will be discussed during the budget process. 

MOTION #PW-2007-07
      MOVED BY:  Aubrey Churchill 
      SECONDED BY:  Ed Sonnenburg 

“THAT, the Director of Public Works be authorized to tender the County Road 
15 Rehabilitation project, as described in Report #PW-03-2007;

THAT, the tender document stipulates that the contract award is subject to 
County Council 2007 budget approval; 

THAT, the Public Works Committee provides staff direction regarding the 
addition of paved shoulders to the County Road 15 project; 

THAT, the Director of Public Works presents the results of the County Road 15 
Rehabilitation tender call and a recommendation to the Corporate Services 
Committee during budget deliberations; 

THAT, the Director presents a by-law to County Council to reduce the posted 
speed limit on County Road 15, within the limits of the hamlet of Ferguson’s 
Falls, from 60 kph to 50 kph; 

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-03-2007 to the Drummond/ North 
Elmsley Township and the Lanark Highlands Township Clerks, for information.” 

ADOPTED
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iv) Report #PW-05-2007 Deacon Bridge Rehabilitation.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval of the proposed plans to 
rehabilitate the Deacon Bridge in 2007. 

MOTION #PW-2007-08
      MOVED BY: Keith Kerr 
      SECONDED BY:  Sharon Mousseau 

“THAT, the Director of Public Works be authorized to tender the Deacon Bridge 
Rehabilitation project, as described in Report #PW-05-2007; 

THAT, the tender document stipulates that the contract award is subject to 
County Council 2007 budget approval; 

THAT, the Director of Public Works presents the results of the Deacon Bridge 
  Rehabilitation tender call and a recommendation to the Corporate Services 
 Committee during budget deliberations; 

THAT, two-thirds of the Deacon Bridge Rehabilitation project cost (up to 
$355,140) is funded from the approved Canada-Ontario Municipal Rural 
Infrastructure Fund (COMRIF) Intake 2 grant; 

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-05-2007 to the Tay Valley Township 
Clerk, for information.” 

ADOPTED

v) Report #PW-06-2007 Rural Infrastructure Investment Initiative Funding 
Application.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to recommend that the County of Lanark submit an 
application for Rural Infrastructure Investment Initiative funding for the 
Rehabilitation of County Road 15 (Ferguson’s Falls Road). 

MOTION #PW-2007-09
      MOVED BY: John Fenik 
      SECONDED BY:  Keith Kerr 

“THAT, the Director of Public Works submit a Rural Infrastructure Investment 
Initiative funding application, by February 5th, 2007, for the Rehabilitation of 
County Road 15 (Ferguson’s Falls Road) with a total estimated project cost of 
$1.8 million; 

THAT, a by-law authorizing the submission of the funding application is 
presented at the January meeting of County Council; 
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AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-06-2007 to Norm Sterling M.P.P, for 
information.”

ADOPTED

vi) Report #PW-08-2007 Town of Mississippi Mills Cost Sharing Request: Ottawa 
Street Reconstruction.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this Report is to inform Council of a Town of Mississippi Mills 
request to partially fund road works related to the reconstruction of Ottawa 
Street between St. James Street and County Road 17 (Appleton Side Road) in 
Almonte Ward. 

MOTION #PW-2007-10
      MOVED BY: John Fenik 
      SECONDED BY:  Al Lunney 

“THAT, the County contribution to the Town of Mississippi Mills Ottawa Street 
Reconstruction project be referred to the 2007 budget deliberations; 

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-08-2007 to the Town of Mississippi 
Mills Clerk, for information.” 

ADOPTED

vii) Report #PW-09-2007 Ontario Regulation 555/06 Highway Traffic Act Hours of 
Service.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The attachments to the report were distributed as a separate document – 
attached, page 12.

The purpose of this Report is to inform Council of Ontario Regulation 555/06 
Highway Traffic Act Hours of Service, which took effect on January 1st, 2007. 

MOTION #PW-2007-11
      MOVED BY: Al Lunney 
      SECONDED BY:  Brenda Hurrle 

“THAT, Report #PW-09-2007 Ontario Regulation 555/06 Highway Traffic Act 
Hours of Service for information only; 

THAT, the staffing implications arising from Ontario Regulation 555/06 be 
referred to the 2007 budget deliberations; 

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-09-2007 to all County of Lanark local 
municipalities, for information.” 
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viii) Report #PW-10-2007 Andrewsville Bridge Rehabilitation/Replacement Options.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval to conduct a Public 
Information Centre to seek public input regarding the future of the Andrewsville 
Bridge.

MOTION #PW-2007-12
      MOVED BY: Sharon Mousseau 
      SECONDED BY:  John Fenik 

“THAT, the Director of Public Works be authorized to schedule a Public 
Information Centre, in coordination with the United Counties of Leeds and 
Grenville, to seek public input regarding the future of the Andrewsville Bridge; 

THAT, the Director of Public Works presents the results of the Andrewsville 
Bridge Public Information Centre to the Public Works Committee by June 2007; 

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-10-2007 to the Montague Township 
Clerk and the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville Clerk for information.” 

ADOPTED

ix) Report #PW-11-2007 2006 Traffic Count Program Results.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the results of the 2006 County 
Roads Traffic Count Program and to recommend the necessary amendments to 
By-Law 2002-39. 

  Staff will update the Program Results as County Road #24 was omitted. 

MOTION #PW-2007-13
      MOVED BY: Aubrey Churchill 
      SECONDED BY:  Brenda Hurrle 

“THAT, Report #PW-11-2007 2006 Traffic Count Program Results be received 
for information only; 

AND THAT, a By-Law, to amend By-Law 2002-39 “A By-Law to Establish 
Highways and to Provide for Road Classifications”, be presented at the January 
meeting of County Council.” 

ADOPTED

x) Report #PW-13-2007 Appleton Bridge Rehabilitation Options.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval of the proposed rehabilitation 
design concept for the Appleton Bridge.
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MOTION #PW-2007-14
      MOVED BY: John Fenik 
      SECONDED BY:  Al Lunney 

“THAT, subject to budget approval, the Director of Public Works be authorized 
to proceed with the final design for the Appleton Bridge Rehabilitation project, 
as described in Report #PW-13-2007; 

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-13-2007 to the Town of Mississippi 
Mills Clerk, for information.” 

ADOPTED

xi) Report #PW-14-2007 Weed Inspector’s 2006 Report and Appointment of the 
County Weed Inspector for 2007.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the activities of the 
County Weed Inspector. 

MOTION #PW-2007-15
      MOVED BY: Keith Kerr 
      SECONDED BY:  Richard Kidd 

“THAT, the 2006 Annual Weed Report be accepted for information; 

THAT, the payment of an honorarium of $500 to Mr. Tom Guindon for his 
services as County Weed Inspector in 2006 be authorized; 

AND THAT, a by-law appointing Mr. Tom Guindon as the County Weed 
Inspector for 2007 be presented at the January meeting of County Council.” 

ADOPTED

xii) Report #PW-15-2007 Extension of Traffic Signals, Flashing Beacon and 
Streetlight Maintenance Contract.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to recommend the renewal of a contract with 
Partham Engineering Ltd. 

MOTION #PW-2007-16
      MOVED BY: Bruce Horlin 
      SECONDED BY:  Bob Fletcher 

“THAT, Contract #22-2003 with Partham Engineering Ltd for the provision of 
routine and emergency maintenance services on traffic signals, overhead 
flashing beacons and street lights be renewed for a period of three years.” 

ADOPTED
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8. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 

 None. 

9. NEW/OTHER BUSINESS 

i) 2007 OGRA/ROMA Minister Delegation Topics. 

MTO
- construction and funding of the Perth by-pass. 
- our member of parliament will be invited to attend this delegation 

OMAFRA
- buy locally theme 

- still lack of processing plants in Eastern Ontario 
- training program to recruit employees and meat cutters for slaughter houses 
- costs of slaughtering/processing, almost doubled 

- Sub-Committee update 
- 4-H support 
- website 

Children and Youth Services
– follow up on support for youth centres 

Health Promotion
– update on trails 

Staff will present the summary at the January 24th Corporate Services 
Committee meeting. 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 9:53 p.m. on motion by Councillors B. Fletcher and
E. Sonnenburg. 
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THE COUNTY OF LANARK
 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
January 17th, 2007 

 
Report #PW-10-2007 of the 

Director of Public Works 
 

ANDREWSVILLE BRIDGE  
REHABILITATION /REPLACEMENT OPTIONS 

 
 

1. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 It is recommended that: 
 

i) The Public Works Committee authorizes the Director of Public Works to 
schedule a Public Information Centre, in coordination with the United Counties 
of Leeds and Grenville, to seek public input regarding the future of the 
Andrewsville Bridge. 

ii) The Director of Public Works presents the results of the Andrewsville Bridge 
Public Information Centre to the Public Works Committee by June 2007. 

iii) The Clerk sends Report #PW-10-2007 to the Montague Township Clerk and the 
United Counties of Leeds and Grenville Clerk for information. 

 
2. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval to conduct a Public Information 
Centre to seek public input regarding the future of the Andrewsville Bridge. 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
The Andrewsville Bridge crosses the Rideau River in the hamlet of Andrewsville about 
5 km north of the Village of Merrickville and it provides access to the Parks Canada 
swing bridge (5 tonnes load limit)  which crosses the Rideau Canal at the Nicholson’s 
Locks.  The Andrewsville Bridge is composed of two separate structures with 5 tonnes 
load limits:  a 38 metre span steel through- truss with timber deck bridge (west 
approach) and a 10 metre span timber deck on a rolled steel girder bridge (east 
approach).  The width of the travelled lane is 4.4 metres therefore both bridges 
accommodate single-lane traffic only.  Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) is about 
200.  The bridges were constructed in 1915.  Since they are designated as boundary 
bridges, they are jointly maintained by the County of Lanark and the United Counties 
of Leeds and Grenville.   
 
Under Contract #1-2005, McCormick Rankin Corporation (MRC) were retained to 
inspect the bridges and to provide rehabilitation recommendations.  The MRC Draft 
Report recommended immediate repairs to the stringers at the west abutment and 
these repairs were completed in May 2006.  
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4. DISCUSSION 
 

The MRC Draft Report (extract attached) concluded that the bridge substructure and 
superstructure were in poor condition and recommended the development of a long-
term strategy to address the significant structural deficiencies.  MRC also 
recommended a structural evaluation of the bridge trusses to confirm their condition 
and to estimate their remaining life.  In May 2006 (attached) Parks Canada was asked 
to comment on the Draft Report and a response was received in November 2006 
(attached). 

 
5. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 

 
 The MRC have identified five alternatives to address the deficiencies noted in their 
 Report: 
 

a. Option 1:  Do nothing and close bridge to vehicular traffic when bridge condition 
necessitates   

b. Option 2:  Deck replacement and substructure repairs $85,000 
c. Option 3:  Option 2 plus replace bridge railing system $400,000 
d. Option 4:  Replace existing structure with a new single-lane bridge, $850,000 
e. Option 5:  Replace existing structure with a new two-lane bridge, $1,650,000 

 
 Parks Canada staff has indicated that there is no need for the Andrewsville Bridge to 
 access their site and that they would not provide financial support for any work on the 
 Bridge.  Given the age and the poor condition of the bridge, Option 1 would probably
 necessitate closure to vehicle traffic within the next three to five years.  A more precise 
 estimate of the remaining life of the structure will be available after the proposed 
 structural analysis is completed.   Option 2 would provide a short-term solution to the 
 deck problems but it would not address other significant deficiencies and the bridge 
 would eventually be closed to vehicle traffic.  Option 3 would address most of the 
 problems but the cost effectiveness is questionable.  Options 4 and 5 are feasible but 
 would require a significant financial commitment by both Counties and given the 
 environmental sensitivities, the estimated costs could increase substantially.  The 
 Director is uncertain of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville’s capacity and 
 willingness to commit to Option 4 or 5.   
 
6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
 The proposed 2007 Public Works budget includes $5,000 for the Andrewsville Bridge 
 Public Information Centre and the structural evaluation study costs.  The budgeted 
 amount represents the County of Lanark’s 50 per cent share of the total cost.  

  
7. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
 The bridges at Merrickville and at Burrits Rapids provide alternative crossings of the 
 Rideau Canal.  Closing the Andrewsville Bridge would add about 10 kilometres of 
 travel for its current users, in particular the residents of Andrewsville.  A Public 
 Information Centre to review the alternatives and consult with the users of the 
 Andrewsville Bridge should be held before the summer.    
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8. CONCLUSIONS 
 

The Andrewsville Bridge is at the end of its service life and a long-term plan to address 
its future should be developed in 2007.   
 

9. ATTACHMENTS 
 

i) Appendix “A” -  McCormick Rankin Corporation Investigation and Rehabilitation 
Report September 2005 (Extracts) 

ii) Appendix “B” - Director’s letter to Parks Canada dated May 4th 2006 
iii) Appendix “C” - Parks Canada letter dated November 7th, 2006 

 
 
 
 
 Recommended By:     Approved for Submission By: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Steve Allan, P. Eng.     Peter Wagland 
         Director of Public Works            Chief Administrative Officer 
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                                         MINUTES 
FOURTEENTH MEETING OF 2007 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

The Public Works Committee of the Whole met in regular session on Wednesday, October 
3rd, 2007 immediately following the Community Development Committee meeting at Lanark 
Lodge, Christie Lake Road, Perth, Ontario. 

Members Present:  Chair S. Freeman, Councillors B. Fletcher,  
    B. Horlin, B. Hurrle,  J. MacTavish, P. Kavanagh, J. Fenik,  
    W. Laut, K. Kerr, R. Kidd, S. Mousseau (left at 6:12 pm),

E. Sonnenburg, A. Churchill and G. McConnell. 

Staff/Others Present: P. Wagland, Chief Administrative Officer, 
C. Ritchie, Clerk,
S. Allan, Director of Public Works, 
A. Mabo, Council and Clerk Services Assistant, 

    M. MacDonald, Council and Clerk Services Assistant, 
P. MacLaren, IT Support. 

Absent:   Warden A. Lunney and Councillor P. Dulmage

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chair:  Councillor Susan Freeman 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m.
A quorum was present. 

2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

 None at this time. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION #PW-2007-154
      MOVED BY: Brenda Hurrle 

      SECONDED BY:  Bob Fletcher 

“THAT, the minutes of the Public Works Committee meeting held on September 5th,
2007 be approved as circulated.” 

ADOPTED
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4. ADDITIONS AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION #PW-2007- 155
MOVED BY: Keith Kerr 

      SECONDED BY: Gord McConnell 

“THAT, the agenda be adopted as amended.” 
ADOPTED

5. DELEGATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 

i) Posted Speed Reduction Almonte (County Road 16A)  
Resident, Catherine Blake.

Councillor S. Mousseau left at 6:12 pm. 

C. Blake gave a Power Point Presentation – attached page 8.  She noted that 
there are not enough posted speed signs along the road. The current speed 
limit is 50 km per hour and C. Blake requested that it be reduced to 40 km per 
hour.

Enforcement is conducted by the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP).  The issue 
was discussed at the last Town of Mississippi Mills Police Services Board (PSB) 
meeting.  The OPP will be setting up speed traps as well as installing a radar 
billboard that displays the speed of vehicles.  The results of the speed traps will 
be brought forward in a Staff report at the November Public Works Committee 
meeting.

The Public Works Committee requested a motion from the Town of Mississippi 
Mills regarding the posted speed on Queen Street (County Road 16A) on how 
the Town would like to proceed. 

Staff will provide a report at the next meeting also incorporating information 
received from the Town of Mississippi Mills. 

ii) Andrewsville Bridge Future Recommendations – attached page 23. 
McCormic Rankin Corporation, Bill Bohne.

Andrewsville Bridge is jointly owned by the County of Lanark and United 
Counties of Leeds & Grenville.  A joint decision would be required by both 
Counties for any decisions with regard to the Bridge.  United Counties of Leeds 
& Grenville Warden J. Douglas Struthers and Director of Public, Leslie 
Shepherd and residents of Andrewsville were present at the meeting. 

Ministry of Culture notified the County that the Andrewsville Bridge may be 
designated a Heritage Bridge.  Prior to any major rehabilitation project, the 
County must notify the Ministry of Culture and an evaluation of the bridge will be 
done.  This process costs approximately $10,000 to $15,000 and can take
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up to 6 months.  The bridge is presently safe with a load restriction of 5 tonnes. 
The cost of the minor repairs recommended by the Consultant are estimated at 
$80,000 and painting the structure would cost an additional $135,000. The 
repairs would extend the life of the bridge for approximately 5 to 10 years.

Staff is continuing to assess and evaluate public comments regarding several 
issues.  Further Consultation with Parks Canada regarding their comments is 
also required. 

The Committee thanked the Director of Public Works for his diligent work and 
the process of gathering information keeping the public and the United Counties 
of Leeds & Grenville involved. 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

i) Ministry of the Environment:  Municipal Engineers Association Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment Notice of Approval of Amendments.

ii) Town of Perth:  Electronic Waste Depot Day.

The Committee thanked the Town of Perth for organizing the Waste Depot Day. 

iii) Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA):  Ontario Election 2007 Promoting 
a Rural Agenda.

iv) Ontario Good Roads Association (OGRA): Ontario’s Party Leaders Discuss 
Municipal Issues.

v) Ontario Good Roads Association Board: Board Brief.

MOTION #PW-2007- 157
MOVED BY: Brenda Hurrle 

      SECONDED BY:  Wendy Laut 

 “THAT, communication items for the October 2007 Public Works Committee meeting 
be received as information only.” 

ADOPTED

7. REPORTS 

i) Report #PW-78-2007 Andrewsville Bridge Assessment.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this Report is to recommend the repair of the Andrewsville 
Bridge in 2008, subject to budget approval. 
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MOTION #PW-2007- 156
      MOVED BY: Peter Kavanagh 

      SECONDED BY:  Richard Kidd 

“THAT, County Council authorizes McCormick Rankin Corporation to proceed 
with pre-engineering for repairs to the Andrewsville Bridge, with a view to 
tendering the work in January 2008 (Option 2); 

THAT, the Andrewsville Bridge Repair project is referred to the 2008 budget 
deliberations;

THAT, the County of Lanark and United Counties of Leeds and Grenville staffs 
jointly develop a long-term strategy for the Andrewsville Bridge for presentation 
during the 2008 budget deliberations; 

THAT, all costs associated with the Andrewsville Bridge project are shared 
equally between the County of Lanark and the United Counties of Leeds and 
Grenville;

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-78-2007 to the United Counties of 
Leeds and Grenville and the Montague Township Clerk and Parks Canada, for 
information.”

ADOPTED

Warden J. D, Struthers and L. Shepherd will bring forward Lanark County’s 
resolution and their recommendations to the United Counties of Leeds & 
Grenville Council. 

ii) Report #PW-77-2007 Claim for Damages (Hosler): County Road #29 at Lot 6 
Concession IX Geographic Township of Pakenham.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this Report is to inform Council of the receipt of a claim for 
damages from Mr. Robert Hosler alleging erosion of a creek on his property 
abutting County Road 29, due to the diversion of storm water from an existing 
concrete box culvert (cattle pass). 

MOTION #PW-2007- 158
      MOVED BY:  Keith Kerr 

      SECONDED BY:  Bob Fletcher 

“THAT, Report #PW-77-2007 Claim for Damages (Hosler): County Road 29 at 
Lot 6 Concession IX Geographic Township of Pakenham” be accepted, for 
information only; 

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-77-2007 to the Town of Mississippi 
Mills Clerk, for information.” 

ADOPTED
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iii) Report #PW-75-2007 Public Works Contracts Status Report #9.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the status of Public 
Works Contracts.

MOTION #PW-2007- 159
      MOVED BY:  Bruce Horlin 

      SECONDED BY: Wendy Laut 

“THAT, Report #PW-75-2007 Public Works Contracts Status Report #9 be 
received for information.” 

ADOPTED

iv) Report #PW-74-2007 Road Tour 17 October 2007: Itinerary.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this Report is to confirm the itinerary for the Road Tour to be 
held on October 17th, 2007. 

MOTION #PW-2007- 160
      MOVED BY: Aubrey Churchill 

      SECONDED BY:  John Fenik 

“THAT, the October 17th, 2007 Public Works Committee Road Tour Itinerary be 
accepted, as amended.” 

ADOPTED

v) Report #PW-76-2007 DiCola Petroleum Remediation Plan: County Road 10 
and Rogers Road.
Director of Public Works, Steve Allan. 

The purpose of this Report is to inform Council of the receipt of a site 
remediation work plan from 901659 Ontario Inc (DiCola Petroleum) for the 
removal of hydrocarbon contamination at the intersection of County Road 10 
and Rogers Road, in the Town of Perth. 

MOTION #PW-2007- 161
      MOVED BY: Wendy Laut 

      SECONDED BY: Peter Kavanagh 

“THAT, Report #PW-76-2007 “DiCola Petroleum Remediation Plan: County 
Road 10 and Rogers Road, Town of Perth” be accepted, for information only; 

AND THAT, the Clerk sends Report #PW-76-2007 to the Town of Perth Clerk, 
for information.” 

ADOPTED
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vi) Report #PW-XX-2007 First Draft Ten Year Road and Bridge Plan – deferred to
a future meeting.

8. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 

None.

9. NEW/OTHER BUSINESS 

None.

10. ADJOURNMENT 

The Committee adjourned at 7:27 p.m. on motion by Councillors E. Sonnenburg and 
B. Horlin. 
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THE COUNTY OF LANARK
 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
October 3rd, 2007 

 
Report #PW-78-2007 of the 

Director of Public Works 
 

ANDREWSVILLE BRIDGE REPAIRS 
 
 

1. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 It is recommended that: 

 
i) County Council authorizes McCormick Rankin Corporation to proceed with pre-

engineering for repairs to the Andrewsville Bridge, with a view to tendering the 
work in January 2008 (Option 2). 

ii) The Andrewsville Bridge Repair project is referred to the 2008 budget 
deliberations. 

iii) The County of Lanark and United Counties of Leeds and Grenville staffs jointly 
develop a long-term strategy for the Andrewsville Bridge for presentation during 
the 2008 budget deliberations 

iv) All costs associated with the Andrewsville Bridge project are shared equally 
between the County of Lanark and the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville. 

v) The Clerk sends Report #PW-78-2007 to the United Counties of Leeds and 
Grenville and the Montague Township Clerk and Parks Canada, for information. 

 
2. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this Report is to recommend the repair of the Andrewsville Bridge in 
2008, subject to budget approval.   Bill Bohne P.Eng, of McCormick Rankin 
Corporation will also provide a presentation to the Committee on October 3rd, 2007 to 
provide more detail on this project.   
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 

In 2005 the McCormick Rankin Corporation (MRC) was retained to undertake an 
analysis of rehabilitation options for the Andrewsville Bridge.  The MRC findings 
(Report #PW-10-2007) concluded that the bridge substructure and superstructure 
were in poor condition and recommended the development of a long-term strategy to 
address these significant structural deficiencies. The Report identified six (6) potential 
repair/replacement strategies including the closure of the Bridge to vehicular traffic.  
 
In May 2007 (Report #PW-39-2007) the Director presented an MRC Structural 
Evaluation Report which confirmed the need for the current 5 tonnes load limit on the 
bridge due to the poor condition of the stringers in the truss floor deck system.  The 
MRC Report also noted that in accordance with the Canadian Highway Bridge Design 
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Code without repair or rehabilitation, consideration should be given to closing the 
structure in a few years, due to the diminished capacity of the stringers.  The complete 
Report was posted on the County website. 
 
In August 2007 (Report #PW-66-2007) the Director presented the results of a Public 
Information Centre that was held in Merrickville on May 17th, 2007 regarding the future 
of the Andrewsville Bridge. The results of the PIC indicated that the users of the 
Andrewsville Bridge are overwhelmingly in favour of repairing the structure and do not 
support the closure of the bridge to vehicular traffic.  Since the PIC the Director has 
also received correspondence from the Merrickville-Wolford Heritage Committee 
(Appendix “A”) and the Rideau Canal National Historic Site (Appendix “B”). Both 
organizations support the repair and the preservation of the bridge.  On August 24th, 
2007, by e-mail,  the Ministry of Culture (MOC) advised that “sympathetic 
modifications” (minor repairs to ensure public safety) to the structure would be 
permitted if they did not alter the character of the structure.  The MOC has also 
indicated that major modifications or the replacement or relocation of the structure 
cannot proceed until a heritage impact assessment is completed by a qualified 
heritage consultant, and approved by the MOC.  The estimated cost of a heritage 
impact assessment is $10,000 to $20,000.   
 

4. DISCUSSION 
 

A summary of the written comments that were received at the PIC was presented at 
the August Public Works Committee Meeting (Report #PW-66-2007).  Since then the 
Director has endeavoured to consult with the appropriate agencies to discuss the ten 
(10) areas of concern that were identified by the public.  A summary of the results of 
this consultation, to date, is at Appendix “C.” 

 
5. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 

 
Four options are open: 
 

a. Option 1.  Do nothing 
b. Option 2.  Effect minor repairs consistent with the MOL “sympathetic 

modifications” definition. 
c. Option 3.  Effect major repairs  
d. Option 4.  Replace the structure. 

 
Option 1 is not recommended as it does not support good risk management practices.  
If minor repairs to the structure are not completed during the next two years, 
consideration must be given to closing the bridge to vehicular traffic.  Option 2 is 
feasible; however it is unlikely that it would add more than five years to the life of the 
structure.  Option 3 is not recommended as a large investment to repair a one-hundred 
year old, one-lane bridge is not practical.  In the short-term Option 4 is not practical as 
at least two years of pre-engineering would be needed before the project could begin. 
 
Effecting minor repairs to the bridge in 2008 (Option 2) would “buy” some time for the 
structure.  However, extending the life of the bridge for a short time will place the 
burden of a decision on the long-term strategy for the Andrewsville Bridge on future 
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County Councils.   The Director recommends that MRC be authorized to complete the 
pre-engineering for Option 2 (minor repairs) with a view to tendering the project in 
January 2008 to provide a firm price for consideration during the budget deliberations.   
Staff should also develop a long-term strategy for the Andrewsville Bridge for 
consideration during the budget deliberations.  This process would provide the 
Councils the flexibility to consider moving forward with Option 2 or reconsidering 
Option 1 or Option 4.   
 

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
To be presented by Bill Bohne, McCormick Rankin Corporation. 
 

7. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 

Public interest in the project is very high, particularly in the Andrewsville, Merrickville, 
and Burrits Rapids areas.   Notification of this Report has been sent to about fifty (50) 
persons on the project mailing list.  Attendance by the public at the October 3rd, 2007 
meeting is likely.  The Director is committed to keeping all informed of the progress of 
the project. 
 

8. CONCLUSIONS 
 

Minor repairs to the Andrewsville Bridge in 2008 will provide a short-term solution to 
the existing deficiencies, but it will also shift the burden of a long-term decision on the 
future of the structure to future Councils from Lanark County and the United Counties 
of Leeds and Grenville.  
 

9. ATTACHMENTS 
 
i) Appendix “A” – Letter from the Chair, Merrickville-Wolford Heritage Committee 

received September 5th, 2007 
ii) Appendix “B” – Letter from the Field Unit Superintendent, Rideau Canal 

National Historic Site of Canada, dated August 27th, 2007 
iii) Appendix “C”- Areas of Concern Evaluation 

 
 
 
 Recommended By:     Approved for Submission By: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Steve Allan, P. Eng.     Peter Wagland 
         Director of Public Works            Chief Administrative Officer 
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APPENDIX “C” 

 

SUMMARY OF WRITTEN COMMENTS FROM ANDREWSVILLE PIC: 

EVALUATION TO DATE 

 

 

Area of Concern Number of Written Comments 

from the Public/Agencies 

Results of Director’s 

Consultation with Agencies 

Loss of emergency services if 

bridge closed  

18 Lanark County Ambulance and 

the CAO Montague Township 

(re: Fire Service) have advised 

that there would be no loss of 

emergency services. 

Convenience for Andrewsville 

residents and commuters 

10 True for the dozen residences 

that are located at the foot of the 

bridge in Montague Township. 

World Heritage status of Rideau 

Canal and sites 

18 Agreed that this is a factor to 

consider.   

Potential congestion in 

Merrickville and Burritt’s 

Rapids if bridge is closed 

8 Based on recent counts daily 

traffic crossing bridge (AADT) 

is less than 400.  Current AADT 

at Merrickville is 4,700 and 

Burritt’s Rapids is 1,100.  

Assuming Andrewsville Bridge 

traffic would split equally 

between Merrickville and 

Burritt’s Rapids, increase in 

AADT would be 4 % in 

Merrickville and 20 % in 

Burrit’s Rapids.   

Importance of tourism 7 No data available 

Bridge is needed in winter as an 

alternative to Andrewsville 

Main Road 

5 Could be resolved by Montague 

Township by providing higher 

level of service on Andrewsville 

Main Road 

Andrewsville crossing is needed 

for future development 

5 No data available.   

Farmers need the bridge for 

access 

1 Not evaluated yet. 

Bridge is needed for school bus 

access 

3 Not evaluated yet 

Negative impact of bridge 

closure on property values 

2 No data available. 

 

 

 

 

 

PENDIX “B” 
APPENDIX “C” 
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